March 19 ~April 2,2017

Study Abroad in Cebu
==

Tokyo Joshi Gakuen
Junior and High School

U R TSN 22
NI SN
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When I went to America to experience homestay, I thought, “If I had had better speaking
and listening skills, I could have communicated with my host family and friends more.” So
I made the decision to go to Howdy in Cebu although I had no classmates. Since I love
English, I had been looking forward to going to Howdy since I decided to join this program.
I could get along with many students of different grades and, above all, I thought that I'll
improve not only listening and speaking skills but writing and reading also. This was the
best advantage for me.

On March 19th, I left Japan to go to Cebu at noon. I was excited. As soon as I arrived at
Cebu, however, I was nervous because I saw some differences between Japan and the
Philippines. For instance, the atmosphere and race were different. I was also upset about
the hot climate in Cebu.

On the first day, in the morning, I took a test. In the afternoon, 4 man to man classes
started. At first I couldn’t speak English because I was shy and nervous. It was very
hard for me to do. But all my teachers were very kind. They said to me, with a smile,
“Smile,” and waited for me to speak English. That’s why I got used to being there so
quickly. They listened to my speaking and corrected my mistakes about pronunciation and
grammar. When I couldn’t understand vocabulary, they explained until I understood by
using a white board.

As the days passed, I felt that I wanted to study English and talked with teachers in
class more. In my case, I should be more eager to start conversation. Anyway, I talked
about what I thought. The more I talked, the more enjoyable it was. And they praised me
for talking a lot by saying, “That’s correct.” “You're so smart.” “Perfect daughter.” they
motivated me to speak and write in English. They shook my hands, and my adviser
hugged me every time I met her. Even if I was tired, they cheered me up. So, I was happy
day after day.

There were five in a group class. I discussed many kinds of stories and played games.
I enjoyed talking with the members and teacher. Of course, I benefited from teaching my
juniors. The teacher often told us jokes, so we laughed a lot. It was very very fun because
I understood what the teacher said. Sometimes, the topics in man-to-man classes were
difficult but I could understand little by little. When I could understand, I was interested
in the Philippines and I wanted to know more about it.

One of my most memorable things for two weeks was my visit of HERO’S HOUSE as a
volunteer. The children didn’t look poor and they were fine, smiled and shined. I couldn’t

believe the situation there. Nevertheless, Mr. Yamanaka said, “they are poor.” According



to his talk, they managed to buy the things they need to go to school. I was touched that
they lived to the fullest, and I admired the helpers there. I want to help others someday,
too.

Two weeks were very short for me. But I learned a great deal of things during my stay
in Cebu in spite of the very short time. I felt that I improved my English skills and learned
many important things about life, not only studying except studying. And I came to love
English more and more. I could meet a lot of wonderful teachers and my 15 juniors. 1
was taught a lot of wonderful words by wonderful teachers in Howdy. Moreover, my
character “a little shy” changed into “talkative.” From now on, I will believe in myself and
love myself and will never give up in my life. Tll continue to learn English. T’ll go back to

Cebu whenever I have the chance. Thank you!
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I learned a lot of things in Howdy. For example, these are becoming skilled at speaking
English and learning about the culture of the Philippines. These subjects were difficult,but
exciting. In Howdy, I could talk about many things in English. Because of this, I could get
proficient in English. I went to a tourist site. There were a lot of people, and it was very hot.
After studying English, I thought,” English is an important skill.” If I never learn to speak

English, I can’t learn new information.

m 7 graden

I stayed Howdy for two weeks. This time is the second time for me. My adviser was T/ Joy.
© She is very kind and friendly. When I first met her, she said “Don’t be shy! You're my
sister so say anything to me. Okay?” I was very happy about it because I was nervous then.
The teachers at Howdy are very very kind!! When I didn’t understand English, the teachers
taught me slowly and clearly.

There was a teacher who remembered me. That made me happy. When I had trouble , my
adviser T - Joy gave me advice. It was great for me. After the ceremony, I cried a lot
because I didn’t want to say goodbye. I love T - Joy. ©

She is my sister! I want to see her. I'm really happy that I went to Howdy again.

MHuck learning does not teack aunderdtanding, Aot

! An understanding of the world and human nature is essential to achieving wisdom,

something that a formal education alone cannot supply.
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I went to study English in Philippines. I went to Cebu for the first time. When I arrived
at Howdy, I was worried if I could understand English. On the second day, the class started.
I couldn’t understand many words, but the teachers were very kind. They taught me the
meanings of different words. So my vocabulary increased, and later I came to enjoy
talking in English.

On Saturday and Sunday I enjoyed holiday time. I learned the history of the Philippines
and I went shopping on Sunday. I ate chicken and spaghetti at Jollibee. It was delicious.
On Sunday I joined a volunteer work. We painted Ukiyo-e and had lunch with children. I
learned about the poor through this activity, so I wanted to help those children. I will
study English hard and go to Cebu again in the future.

m 7 graden

When I first arrived, I was very shy and nervous because I had never spoken to a
foreigner before and I couldn’t speak English well. However I didn’t have to worry because
Howdy’s teachers were very kind. They told me “Don’t be nervous,” “Don’t be shy,” “You
can do it.” Those words gave me courage. Then I tried to speak English and I studied
English very hard. After, my teacher said me “You were very shy, but now you are very
talkative and you are always smiling.” I was glad when I heard these words. I thought, “I
want to be a good English speaker”. I was able to change thanks to them. It was
important for me to spend two weeks in Howdy because I could meet nice teachers and have
a good experience I want to meet them again and go back to Howdy. Thank you for giving

me this experience.
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I went to Philippines for two weeks to study English. The school’s name is Howdy. It was
my first time to study abroad. So I was very nervous before going there. However, during
my stay in the Philippines I was so happy all the time. And, it became the best memory in
my life. When I came back to Japan, I was so sad.

There were 5 one-on-one lessons and 2 group lessons a day. When I didn’t understand
English, teachers explained the English to me easily. Sometimes, they use gestures so 1
can enjoy studying English. I felt that the lessons finished very quickly. The teachers were
all very kind and friendly to me. I loved to see their smile every day. During the lesson we
played games and sang English songs. Sometimes, the lesson finished early and we talked.
It was hard to study on weekdays, but there were fun things to do on Saturday and Sunday.

On Saturday, we went sightseeing with teachers in the morning and went shopping in the
afternoon. On Sunday, we went to “DAREDEMO HERO2” to volunteer. We talked with
children and had activities. I had a good time.

I learned the importance of English through my training. And I thought that I learned
English more. It was a very precious two weeks for me. If you go to Howdy, you will know

how nice of a school Howdy is nice school and everybody will come back to Japan happy.

I went to Cebu training and learned various things. At first there was a lot of
uneasiness about one-on-one lessons and an unfamiliar lifestyle. But it was a lot of fun.
It was my first time to talk with my teacher in English on a one-on-one basis, so I was
worried that I could not speak well, but Howdy’s teachers were very friendly and gentle. I
really enjoyed it because they explained everything clearly.

Until I got accustomed to this lifestyle, I wanted to go home early, but by the time I got
used to it I really enjoyed talking to the teachers. Activities on Saturday and Sunday were
very good as we learned about Filipino history and so on. DAREDEMO HERO, the place
where children do their best and where the children introduced themselves in Japanese,

was very cute. I was deeply moved by the song that the teacher sang on graduation



ceremony day. I would like to make use of what I learned in Cebu in my future life.
m ¥ grader

I felt uneasy about talking with my teachers in English, but they were very friendly
cheerful people, so my anxiety soon disappeared. I thought that I could not have a
conversation in class because I couldn’t speak English well. The teachers taught me
English carefully until I understood, so I enjoyed talking in class.

It was a lot of fun talking about the difference between Japan and the Philippines, such as
stories on holidays and romance. There were a lot of things I could learn in Cebu. For
example, good things and bad things between Japan and the Philippines, life in the
Philippines, Filipino warm and bright personalities and what I needed to make my English
better. Ilearned a lot things other than English. Two weeks passed so quickly. Even now 1
still think that I want to return to the Philippines. The teachers were truly amazing. I was
so happy that I could have many wonderful memories with my teachers and study with

them in Cebu.

m 7 o2 grader

It was a very good experience. It was very fun.On the first day, I was very nervous.
But my teacher was very friendly. I hated English but I like it a little now. I think it was

such a good experience. I think that it was good.
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“Hello. Good morning.” We can’t speak Japanese during classes and while talking with
teachers. We had this experience which we can’t have in Japan. I have been to Howdy
twice. So I felt very excited because I was used to staying in Howdy and realized that the
English words which I can understand have increased. There were seven 50-minute classes
every day from Monday to Friday, but it never felt hard. Classes in Japan are quite long for
me, but learning in Howdy was like bubbles for me. All of the Tokyo Joshi students said that
too. I was very happy because my teachers didn’t change for two weeks. They always
taught me very enthusiastically and were easy to understand. We had five man-to-man
classes. Every first class was charged by my own adviser. My adviser’s name was Teacher
Rio. When I had a problem, she always noticed and she taught me until I understood it. Her
classes were very easy to understand, so I loved her classes very much. When I was sleepy
because I stayed up late, thanks to her, I wasn’t sleepy during her classes. I looked forward
to taking classes every morning. My final class is very tiring in Japan. I always fight
sleepiness. But my final classes were always very very happy. My teacher’s name was Hezel.
Her classes were the most interesting. For example, we did fill- in-the-blank questions of
the words of a song, listened to music, discussed the differences between Japanese and
Pilipino cultures, talked about love and so on. Thanks to her, I could finish feeling “Happy”
every day.

And also, there were two group classes. Group classes were very fun too. At first we were
very nervous. So we didn’t talk a lot and we didn’t laugh but our group teachers never gave
up and always taught us very enthusiastically. So after one week, we could speak a lot and
laugh© without my noticing. I was looking forward to taking group classes every day. And
all the teachers were always smiling and they talked to us outsides classes. I was jealous of
their characters because they were very friendly. I could talk to many teachers. I always
greeted teachers every day, so I felt sad on weekends because there were no teachers.

On the final day, my teachers gave me presents such as letters, a bottle, a key holder and
an Alice band. These are my treasures. My teachers are precious people. They are my
treasures too. I enjoyed studying English because the teachers prepared many things for us.
I decided to study English hard while staying in Howdy; I think I can do it. The time in
Howdy was just like bubbles and I want to take their classes more. I want to tell everyone,

“Please do your best and I have decided to study English hard! I want to go back to Howdy

! Education consists of an increasing awareness of personal ignorance.



I enjoyed the two weeks in the Philippines. At the first lesson I was very nervous and shy, so
I couldn’t communicate very well. But my teacher helped me, so the lessons were very fun
every day. All the teachers were cute and cheerful and kind, so I was relieved. Among all the
teachers, I liked T. Novy the best. She was my adviser. Novy always cared about me. Novy
was like my older sister. I am glad that I met a nice adviser and many other good teachers. I

will continue to study English.

I did not want to go to the Philippines at first. I am not good at English so I was worried
about one-on-one lessons. But my worries disappeared as soon as I arrived in the
Philippines. Because the Filipino teachers were very very kind and nice. One-on-one
lessons were easy to understand.

We went on a sightseeing tour of the town on Saturday. At first I went to San Pedro
Fortress. The building was very splendid. Next we went to Santo Nino Church. There
were statues of Christ and Maria. There was Magellan’s cross nearby. Next we went to a
big shopping mall. We visited the “DAREDEMO HERO” on Sunday. We played with
origami with the little children. It was a good experience for me. I recommend all of you to

visit Cebu.



I went to Cebu for the first time. At first, I was nervous but one-on-one and group classes
were very interesting because the teachers were very kind. Howdy’s meals were very
delicious. On the first Saturday, we saw three churches and we went to Ayala Center with
the teachers. There were a lot of fun shops to look around at Ayala Center. I liked Cebu City
very much. On Sunday, we joined a volunteer activity. We had lunch with children and had
a good time with them. The Cebu kids were very cute and kind. I was glad to give presents
to the children. On the last day at Howdy, I was very sad, but when I came back to Tokyo, I

was looking forward to seeing my parents and my sister.
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